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become a danger of great force. It was the rebel-
lion of Shamash-shum-ukin, the brother-king of Ashur-
banipal, who had the charge of Babylonia. He or-
ganized a big conspiracy with the rulers of Elam
and those of Palestine and Phoenicia. Fortunately
for his brother the matter leaked out and the revolt
had to be attempted before the plans were mature.
The conspiracy aimed at making the king of Babylonia
the master of both the states. He rebelled, and so
did the king of Elam. The Chaldaeans appeared
with Merodach-baladan's grandson as their leader
and took Ur and Uruk. The Elamite king was
murdered in his camp by his own son. Ashurbanipal
moved into Babylonia with a formidable army, bloc-
kaded Sippar, Kuth and Babylon. Shamash-shum-
ukin set fire to his palace and perished in the flames
for he knew that otherwise, when apprehended, his
fate would be still worse. Ashurbanipal placed a
nobleman Kandalanu on the Babylonian throne and
marched into Elam. Susa was captured and com-
pletely destroyed and the statue of the goddess Nina,
which had been carried to Elam 1635 years back,
was restored to its temple at Uruk. The Chaldaean
chief committed suicide and the king of Elain was
carried captive. Elam disappeared from history.
Next the emperor turned to his western rebels.
The Arabs were the first to encounter. But before
the Assyrian army could achieve much they joined
hands with others and the entire country from Edom
to Damascus was in revolt. But the leader of the Arabs,
Uaite, was defeated and carried captive to Nineveh
where he and his wife were extremely ill-treated. Most
of the rebel kings met the same fate. About the same
time the Kimmerian hordes moved eastwards across
the Taurus and were defeated by the Assyrian army
in Syria. They retreated northward. The king
of Lydia sent an embassy to Ashurbanipal to congra-
tulate him on this event. In 635 B. c. Ashurbanipal
celebrated a triumph at Nineveh during which he